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November 29,1933. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
80 Franklin Street, 
Flushing, N.Y. 


7” TAT 
My Dear Wo od, 


Remembering that you are probably the only numismatist in 
our remarkable class of 1900, and having in mind your position with the 
Jmerican Humismatic Society it has occurred to me to consult you inregard 
to a problem #@ of my father's. 


Perhaps you are in a position to help and perhaps not; but 1 
feel confident that you will if you can. 


Every year from 1894 to about 1916 my father bought a proof 
set of U.S. coins of the denominations from one cent to 50 cents. He 
took considerable pride in their possession. Sometime within the past 
three or four months they many of them disappeared from the place where 
he kept them. Some were left behind. He is confident they were stolen 
by some one to whom he showed them, although he has no absolute proof 


that they were taken by the one he suspects. He bélieves, since the thief 


probably knew they were more valuable then ordinary coins of their denom- 


inations, that they were not spent in trade. He believes an attempt might 


be made to dispose of them to some dealer of collector, probably in this 
vicinity. 


. Now, it occurred to me to ask you if there was any way in 
whtéh you might learn if any such coins had been offered for sale or 
purchased, either separately or as incomplete sets, during the past three 
or four months in this vicinity. I am very amxious to help him recover 
them, as it means more to him - even in a financial way - than the value 


of the coins, He has a list of the denominations and dates of the missing 


coins. Perhaps I am mistaken in emphasizing his desire to recover the 


coins. What he is now most interested in is to discover the thief. He hépes 


to do so by tracing the coins. 


It may be a long shot; but if you can be of any assistance I 
Shall be very grateful, and I kmow he would make it worth your while. 


With best personal wishes, and pleasant memories of our meeting 
(was it so long ag three years ago?) I am 


Yours cordially 


KheutetA fle 


— 


Na+ 


; . December 4, 1933. 


Dre Herbert H. Armington | sen wh as v 
789 Broad Street _ . : 3 “ 
Providence, R. I. 


Dear Armington: ane hares Ns os iene. 
z do not seé how I can help you “very mack! with 

the stolen proof coins. To begin with these do not sell for 

much over face,” as a gZo0od many sets each year were ordered from, 


the mint, especially the bronze, nickel and silver coins.' Some pe 


of these probably pass over the counter in New York every day 
and no record is kept. In this city there would be many ees 
where they could be sold, at pawn shops that handle coins, curi- 
osityes and novelty shops as well as regular coin dealers. The 
same would apply to a small extent in Providence. The only 
dealer I know there is George C. Arnold. He lives out in Elm- 
wood but he has had an office for years on Washington Street. 
You might look him up in the telephone directory snd ask him. 
Also in Providence there must be a few pawn shops and other shops 
that would display old coins in the window where they might be © 
sold. Through these you might be fortunate enough to locate the 
seller but you would have hard work proving that the pieces be- 
longed to your father bee use all proof coins look sbout alike 

and you could. not identify positively that the coins were your 
father's. I am ehclosing a list of dealers throu;;hout the country 
but there sare hundreds of others that deal in a small way that we 
know nothing about or cannot recommend. 


Ver, truly yours, 


HW 7JG 


